THE LAST OF THE JAGIELLOS
by the Primate himself, who had been the very head and
front of the opposition.
Shortly afterwards the long struggle for Livonia began.
This Baltic province, which contained the important
port of Riga, was held by the Order of the Knights of
the Holy Sword. Its value as a trading centre drew
thither merchants from all the West: timber, grain,
cattle, furs, and metal being the chief exports. The
Knights, like their Teutonic contemporaries, had long
outlived the purpose for which the Order had been
founded, and had degenerated into a simple band of
robber barons. Their province was coveted by Muscovy
and Sweden, as well as by Poland, but was easier of access
to Poland than to either of the former. In 1556 Willielni
von Furstenburg, Grand Master of the Order, quarrelled
with William of Brandenberg, Archbishop of Riga, and
the latter appealed for help to Poland. The king sent
an embassy to von Furstenburg, who detained the envoys,
and eventually caused one of them to be put to death.
This was good cause for dispute, and Sigismund sent an
army of 80,000 men across the border into South Livonia.
At the same time the Knights of the Holy Sword had
reason to fear the encroachments of Muscovy, and to
escape these chose to make friends with die Poles.
An alliance was accordingly arrived at between the
Order and Poland, and when Ivan of Muscovy invaded
Livonia in 1558 he found himself resisted by the Poles
as well as by die Knights of the Order. In the next year
the new Grand Master, von Ketder, placed Livonia under
the protection of Poland, ceding the provinces of Cour-
lancf and Samogitia. This involved the Swedes as well,
and in 1560 they invaded Esthonia, while Ivan devastated
all Livonia. As Poland was now definitely committed
to the defence of the country, it was incorporated in the
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